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Harper) two and a half months in northern Syria was nothing" is of a 
piece with several other egotistical and incorrect statements. (4) The 
omission to give a minute account of each day's journey down the 
Euphrates ; cf. the diary of Dr. Ward and my Down the Euphrates 
Valley. 1 (5) The omission of descriptions of the Joseph Shemtob and 
Khabaza collections of antiquities ; cf. Hebraica, Vol. V, pp. 74-76 ; 
Vol. VI, pp. 59, 60. (6) The omission of a description of the finds at 
Nippur : cf. Hilprecht, The Babylonian Expedition, etc. These are only 
a few of the important omissions. Scholars would certainly be more 
interested in such topics than in a long excursus on Constantinople. 

Dr. Peters has entered into too many details. One doubts the 
advisability of informing the world of (1) the opposition developed in 
Philadelphia and Baltimore before the complete organization of the 
expedition ; (2) how the guns were smuggled into Iskanderoon ; (3) 
that a member of the expedition wished to resign in Aleppo — there 
were two, in fact, and their reasons, which were good, are not given ; 
(4) of his inability to get on with the other members, etc. 

Dr. Peters belittles the results of the first year in order to gain 
more credit for himself during the second. Some of the statements on 
p. 288 are absolutely incorrect, and they will be noticed at length in 
the October number of the American Journal of Semitic Languages. It 
would have been better for Dr. Peters to have omitted a great number 
of these impersonal and personal details. He has set the pace, and it 
would not be surprising if other members of the expedition told their 
stories also. We await with interest the second volume by Haynes 
and Hilprecht. Robert Francis Harper. 



Bible Handbooks for Young People. IV. The Prophetical 
Books of the Old Testament. By John B. Gough 
Pidge, D.D. Philadelphia : American Baptist Publication 
Society, 1897. 128 pp., i6mo. $0.50. 
This little work, by the author of a valuable commentary on 
Philippians, has thirty-eight pages upon the office, influence, author- 
ship, and interpretation of the prophets, and eighty-four pages upon 
matters of introduction to the prophetical writings of our canon. 

Of the brief but good picture of the function and influence of the 
Hebrew prophets exception may be taken to some details, but none to 

1 Old and New Testament Student, X, 55-57 ; 1 18-1 19 5 367. 3&8 ; XIV, 160-165 ; 
213-217 ; XV, 12-16 ; Biblical World, I, 57-62. 
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the general position that the prophet is a representative of God, with 
a message to the men of his time, of God's attitude toward them, in 
the exposition of which he "often uttered predictions, some of them of 
far-reaching and world-wide importance," going so far as in some 
sense to paint "the portrait of the Messiah." Though the prophets 
"lived above the national life," they "were the moral teachers of their 
day," and the interpreters of the divine will in private and public 
affairs. In the discussion of authorship the writer overestimates, per- 
haps, the difficulty of reaching agreement on controverted points, and 
the editorial work so long ascribed to " Ezra and the Great Syna- 
gogue" is too positively assented to (p. 25). The chapter on the 
interpretation 'of prophecy contains much that is admirable. Sentences 
like these abound : " Once they were looked upon as almost exclu- 
sively engaged in predicting future events. Their still more important 
function as teachers of their own times in moral righteousness was 
almost entirely overlooked .... He is seen to have been above all 
things a man of his own times .... uttering words of the most imme- 
diate and practical importance .... He served his own generation as 
every true man has done .... He saw the outcome and fruitage of 
present tendencies .... the future on which his eye was fixed was 
almost always that immediate future on whose verge he was then stand- 
ing "(pp. 30, 31). " Later ages may have shown us larger suggestions in 
his words than even he dreamed of. The prophet may himself often 
have been mistaken in his expectations" (p. 34) ... . "much of the 
drapery is necessarily local and temporary, and it is not the form but 
the idea which is essential and eternal" (p. 38). The author rightly 
demands "a clear distinction between exposition and application" (p. 
38) ; but when he calls for " a sharp distinction between the authorized 
interpretations of Old Testament prophecies given us in the New Tes- 
tament, and the unauthorized interpretations of uninspired men," and 
goes on to contrast "this application to the times of Christ" with "an 
earlier application to the prophet's own times and needs," and main- 
tains that Is. 7 : 14 has "an earlier and much more natural application," 
we are uncertain whether in the author's judgment the inspired New 
Testament interpretation is exposition or application. If the second, 
he indeed escapes the danger of the "double sense" method of inter- 
pretation, but leaves the "most important applications" of the greater 
part of Messianic scripture entirely unknown (pp. 34, 40) ; but in view 
of Christ's language about " the slow of heart to believe in all that the 
prophets have spoken," we incline to make these " private interpreta- 
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tions " (in the sense in which the term is used) against which Dr. Pidge 
warns us (p. 41). 

The author's treatment of the several prophetical books is fair, 
though necessarily incomplete. There are a few infelicities, and some 
of them will no doubt be corrected in a second edition. On p. 26 he 
claims, for example, "from internal evidence that Joel is the earliest 
of" the prophets, while on p. 48 this internal evidence is reduced to 
the matter of Joel's position in the list of minor prophets, and the 
situation described is there said to harmonize better with a very late 
date. Dr. Pidge maintains the genuineness of the book of Isaiah, on 
the ground that Isaiah, in chaps. 40-66, has departed from Jeremiah and 
others simply in viewing the future as if it were present, through- a 
larger discourse than they do; but the difficulty is not just this, it lies 
rather in the fact that by the supposition Isaiah's predictions have no 
reference to his historical situation and to the needs of his contempo- 
raries. He rather transfers himself to a situation which he has not 
even predicted and prophesies from that point of view to another gen- 
eration of men. The author himself cautions us against such a theory 
in other parts of the book. It seems to be easy for writers of all 
schools to accept a modification of the older view respecting Daniel 
(pp. 113, 114). As for the present reviewer, he cannot see how one 
with Professor Sayce's opinion of Daniel can any longer be made to 
pose as "orthodox" (p. 109), even if he does oppose the conclusions 
of critical scholars in less important questions. 

The issue, by the American Baptist Publication Society, of a book 
which quotes with approval so much from Driver's Introduction is an 
evidence that we have gone far toward grasping the truth expressed by 
Dr. Pidge when he says, in substance, that questions of authorship and 
date are purely critical, not vital (pp. 24, 75). 

Charles Rufus Brown. 



Galilaea auf dem Oelberg, wohin Jesus seine Jiinger nach der 
Auferstehung beschied. Ein Beitrag zur Losung der ver- 
meintlichen Widerspriiche in den evangelischen Berichten 
von den Erscheinungen des Auferstandenen. Von D. 
Rudolph Hofmann. Leipzig : J. C. Hinrichs'sche Buch- 
handlung, 1896. Pp. 53. M. 1. 

In this interesting pamphlet Professor Hofmann returns to a sub- 
ject which he handled forty years ago in a programme of the Fiirsten- 



